
1. Precipitation in California is often is erratic, and when 
 arriving, tends to fall in the mountainous northern and 
 eastern parts of the state rather than the populous and 
 fertile southern and western ones.  
 
 (A) when arriving, tends to fall  
 (B) when arriving, has a tendency of falling  
 (C) when it arrives, it tends in falling 
 (D) when it arrives, tending to fall  
 (E) when it arrives, it tends to fall 
 
 
2. Some people contend that the distinction between an 
 extreme sport and a conventional one has as much to 
 do with marketing as with the level of danger involved   
 or how much adrenaline is generated.  
 
 (A) with the level of danger involved or how much  
  adrenaline is generated 
 (B)  with the level of danger that is involved or the  
  adrenaline amount it generates 
 (C) with the level of danger involved or the amount   
  of adrenaline generated 
 (D) to the danger level involved or the amount of  
  adrenaline being generated 
 (E) to the level of danger involved or the amount of  
  adrenaline it generates  
 
 
3.  Just who inspired English painter John Constable’s 
 marvelously enigmatic cloud studies, much prized by 
 collectors, have never been entirely clear.  
 
 (A) studies, much prized by collectors, have 
 (B) studies, much prized by collectors, has 
 (C) studies, many of them prized by collectors, have  
 (D) studies, many of which are prized by collectors,   
 (E) studies, and many of them prized by collectors,  
  has 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.  James Joyce is best known for Ulysses (1922), a   
 landmark work in which the episodes of Homer’s   
 Odyssey are paralleled in an array of contrasting literary 
 styles, with the stream of consciousness narration most 
 prominent among them.  
 
 (A) in which the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey are  
  paralleled in an array of contrasting literary  
  styles, with the stream of consciousness   
  narration most prominent among them 
 (B) where the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey are  
  a parallel array of contrasting literary styles, with 
  the stream of consciousness narration being most 
  prominent among these 
 (C) where the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey are  
  paralleled in an array of contrasting literary styles,  
  with the stream of consciousness narration is  
  most prominent among these 
 (D) in which the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey is  
  paralleled in an array of contrasted literary styles,  
  and the stream of consciousness narration is  
  most prominent among these 
 (E) in which the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey are  
  paralleled in a contrasting array of literary styles,  
  with the stream of consciousness narration most  
  prominent among it  
 
 
5.  By day, hippos enjoy bathing in water to cool  
 themselves down, which might have contributed    
 to their reputation for being relatively sluggish and  
 sedentary. 
 
 (A) which might have contributed to their  
  reputation for being  
 (B) which might contribute to its reputation for 
  being  
 (C) and this might have contributed to their  
  reputation to be 
 (D) a preference that might contribute to their 
  reputation for being 
 (E) a preference which might have contributed to  
  their reputation to be 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Explanations 
 
1. E: Sentence vs. fragment; Idiom: gerund vs. infinitive  
 
Precipitation in California is often is erratic, and when  
arriving, tends to fall in the mountainous northern and   
eastern parts of the state rather than the populous and   
fertile southern and western ones.  
 
(A) when arriving, tends to fall  
(B) when arriving, has a tendency of falling  
(C) when it arrives, it tends in falling 
(D) when it arrives, tending to fall  
(E) when it arrives, it tends to fall 

 
A subject + conjugated verb should follow the conjunction when; the gerund is not idiomatically 
acceptable. (A) and (B) include the gerund arriving and thus can be eliminated.  
 
(C) is incorrect because the verb tend should be followed by the infinitive (to fall) rather than the 
gerund (falling).  
 
(D) is incorrect because the main clause is a fragment that lacks a subject + conjugated verb: tending to 
fall in the mountainous northern and eastern parts of the state rather than the populous and fertile southern and 
western ones is not a complete sentence.  
 
(E) is correct because it supplies a subject + verb (it tends) for the main clause and uses the infinitive 
(to fall) after the verb tends.  
 
2. C: Parallel structure  
 
Some people contend that the distinction between an  
extreme sport and a conventional one has as much to   
do with marketing as with the level of danger involved   
or how much adrenaline is generated.  
 
(A) with the level of danger involved or how much  
 adrenaline is generated 
(B)  with the level of danger that is involved or the  
 adrenaline amount it generates 
(C) with the level of danger involved or the amount   
 of adrenaline generated 
(D) to the danger level involved or the amount of  
 adrenaline being generated 
(E) to the level of danger involved or the amount of  
 adrenaline it generates  
 

 
This question requires that you deal with two types of parallel structure simultaneously. The first clue 
is the presence of the word pair as much…as. Because the preposition with is used after the first half of 
the word pair, it must be used after the second half as well: as much to do with x as with y.  Don’t get 
distracted by to; it’s part of the infinitive to do and doesn’t affect the parallel structure.  
 



Based on that information, you can eliminate (D) and (E).  
 
Now look at the second type of parallel structure: the constructions on either side of the word or 
must match as well.  
(A) is not parallel because the first side starts with a noun (the level) and the second side contains a 
pronoun (how).  
 
While (B) does contain two nouns (level…the adrenaline amount), the structure is not parallel. The 
phrase that is appears in the first item but not in the second.  
 
(C) is correct because the two sides match: each contains the structure noun + of + noun immediately 
followed by a past participle (involved, generated).  
 
3. B: Subject-verb agreement  
 
Just who inspired English painter John Constable’s 
marvelously enigmatic cloud studies, much prized by 
collectors, have never been entirely clear.  
 
(A) studies, much prized by collectors, have 
(B) studies, much prized by collectors, has 
(C) studies, many of them prized by collectors, have  
(D) studies, many of which are prized by collectors,   
(E) studies, and many of them prized by collectors,  
 has 

 
The fact that (A) and (C) contain the plural verb have, while (B) and (E) contain the singular verb has 
tells you that this question is testing subject-verb agreement.  
 
The sentence contains a non-essential clause; even though the end of it is underlined, you may want 
to cross it out in order to simplify the sentence: Just who inspired English painter John Constable’s 
marvelously enigmatic cloud studies…have never been entirely clear.  
 
The key to answering the question is to recognize that the subject is not the plural noun cloud studies, 
which is located closest to the verb, but rather Just who. When who is used as a subject this way, it is 
always singular and requires a singular verb. That eliminates (A) and (C). 
 
(B) is correct because the phrase much prized by collectors correctly functions as a non-essential clause 
describing the noun cloud studies, and the sentence makes sense when the non-essential clause is 
removed (Just who inspired English painter John Constable’s marvelously enigmatic cloud studies…has never been 
entirely clear). 
 
(D) is incorrect because this version is missing a main verb (has); the sentence no longer makes 
grammatical sense when the non-essential clause is removed. 
 
(E) is incorrect because the construction and many of them prized by collectors is awkward and rhetorically 
unacceptable; a non-essential clause that describes a noun should not normally begin with and.  
 
 
 
 
 



4. A: Relative pronoun; Pronoun Agreement; Subject-verb agreement; Misplaced modifier  
 
James Joyce is best known for Ulysses (1922), a   
landmark work in which the episodes of Homer’s   
Odyssey are paralleled in an array of contrasting literary   
styles, with the stream of consciousness narration most 
prominent among them.  
 
(A) in which the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey  are  
 paralleled in an array of contrasting literary styles,  
 with the stream of consciousness narration most  
 prominent among them 
(B) where the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey are  
 a parallel array of contrasting literary styles, with 
 the stream of consciousness narration being most 
 prominent among these 
(C) where the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey are  
 paralleled in an array of contrasting literary styles,  
 with the stream of consciousness narration is  
 most prominent among these 
(D) in which the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey is  
 paralleled in an array of contrasted literary styles,  
 and the stream of consciousness narration is  
 most prominent among these 
(E) in which the episodes of Homer’s Odyssey are  
 paralleled in a contrasting array of literary styles,  
 with the stream of consciousness narration most  
 prominent among it  

 
Don’t get too distracted by the fact that the original version of the sentence is awkward. If you look 
at the answer choices, you’ll notice that different answer choices contain where and other use in which. 
If you remember that where should only be used to refer to places, then you can eliminate (B) and (C).  
 
(A) is correct because it uses the plural pronoun them to refer to the plural noun styles. The use of with 
after the comma is also idiomatically acceptable.  
 
(D) is incorrect because the plural noun episodes is the subject of the singular verb is; the singular noun 
Odyssey is part of the prepositional phrase of Homer’s Odyssey. In addition, the pronoun these, which 
appears at the end of the sentence, should be followed by a noun.  
 
(E) is incorrect because the singular pronoun it is used to refer to the plural noun styles. In addition, 
contrasting modifies literary styles and should be placed next to that phrase rather than next to array (the 
styles are contrasting, not the array itself).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5.  D: Pronoun: missing referent; Idiom: gerund vs. infinitive 
 
By day, hippos enjoy bathing in water to cool  
themselves down, which might have contributed    
to their reputation for being relatively sluggish and  
sedentary. 
 
(A) which might have contributed to their  
 reputation for being  
(B) which might contribute to its reputation for 
 being  
(C) and this might have contributed to their  
 reputation to be 
(D) a preference that might contribute to their 
 reputation for being 
(E) a preference which might have contributed to  
 their reputation to be 
 

 
The pronoun which must refer to the noun that comes immediately before it. In this case, however, 
there is no noun, only a verb (cool themselves down), and a verb cannot act as a referent. That eliminates 
(A) and (B).  
 
(C) is incorrect because this should be followed by a noun, and preference should be followed by for + 
gerund rather than by an infinitive.  
 
Logically, which must refer to the fact that hippos enjoy bathing to cool themselves, and both (D) and 
(E) correctly convey that idea by supplying the noun preference.  
 
(D) is correct because the correct idiom is reputation for + gerund.  
 
(E) is incorrect because which should only be used after a comma; that should be used after preference. 
In addition, reputation to be is idiomatically incorrect; reputation for being should be used instead.    
 


